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Agenda

* Project scope and timeline
 What we've learned

* Draft strategic framework

* Vision, tree canopy target,
and goals

« Strategies and actions
* Next steps
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Purpose

Presentation on the Draft Urban Forest
Management Strategy and opportunlty

for questions and feedback




Project Scope and Timeline
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What is an Urban Forest?

Components of Maple Ridge’s Urban Forest

natural forested
areas

green
infrastructure

landscaping
tree tree in

street tree streamside tree agricultural

; yard tree '

park tree
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* Cooling urban areas

. . Shade
 Storing and sequestering carbon Qo e
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* Providing habitat for wildlife -

* Improving water and air quality

Concentration +
learning
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W Connections to
nature

« Stormwater management

Social
strengthening
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« Enhancing mental and physical health
* Encouraging social cohesion _\
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soil storage

Nutrient
cycling
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What Will the Strateqgy Do?

e Describe the current
condition of the urban forest

 Develop a vision for the
future

* Establish objectives and
targets (Tree Canopy target)

* Provide a roadmapto SIS T N T
achieving our future vision L e

% : 2 Lmi ..‘4
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Timeline

Summer - Fall 2023 Fall - Winter 2023 Spring 2024

Background
research + Strategy Finalization

urban forest drafting of Strategy
mapping

Fall 2023 Winter 2024

Engagement 1: Engagement 2:

vision + values feedback on
draft Strategy

* Where we are now
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What We've Learned So Far
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LIDAR Mapping

Tree canopy coverage estimated using Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR)
imagery

- Maple Ridge LIiDAR flown in 2022, analyzed in early 2023




Current Canopy Cover

OCP Boundary
Canopy Cover

Urban Boundary
Canopy Cover

What is tree canopy?

Tree canopy is the area
occupied by tree crown
(leaves and branches) when
viewed from above.

P . [ Official Community Plan Boundary ;
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Canopy Cover by Neighbourhood

I 85%
I 84%

Blue Mountain
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Canopy Cover by Land Use

Agricultural lands

Low-density residential lands

Parks/green space/conservation areas
contribute to 92% of the total mapped canopy area

park, Groen Space and 1065 I 7 1.4%

Agricultural —W 5827 N 59.1%
Low Density Residential m 4320 I 50.8%

Industrial r54§45 I 46.7%
Medium Density Residential [ 561 I 37.0%
Public 5261 . 318%

High Density Residential | g #* I 19.6%

Commercial P_1512T B 12.3%

mland Area (ha) = Canopy Area (ha) Canopy Cover %

AN
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Canopy Cover by Ownership

Regional
5%
Federal
and
Provincial
31%
Private
49%

Municipal
15%

Proportion of tree canopy area by ownership
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Ecosystem Services

Maple Ridge’s urban forest provides an estimated

°Iie . . . I | Building

$145 million in cumulative carbon storage benefits, and enere)
Rainfall Yy
interception habitat

$22 million in carbon sequestration, avoided stormwater

Beautification

Evapo-

. ir i transpiration

runoff, and removed air pollutants per year e place Rl
Shade
[ \ Zood Health cooling

production +
The stormwater runoff intercepted by Maple y _
Ridge’s urban forest in a year could fill

WAL

SIS roughly 1000 Whonnock Lakes!

Concentration +
learning

t

Connections to
nature Social
strengthening

+ .
recreation

The carbon sequestered by Maple Ridge's urban
@ forest could offset emissions from 884 average

\ passenger vehicles per year j
Healthy s\‘i\c/)?i;a m e

soil

Nutrient

Improved
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Tree Canopy Distribution

Vancouver
L)

Equity Indicators include: S

* Climate & Temperature

Blue Mountain

* Income
- Age =

‘ 5 en Rothsay
* Race and Ethnicity | s IS - ey

« Employment status

A lower tree A greater priority R g

itv score = forincreasing e Equity score ,,
equl (population density adjusted) _ Thornhill
quity tree canopy pulatir
by Dissemination Area, 2021 Census
P Lower Tree Equity Score Sy
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Urban Forest Program Review

Criteria Rating Summary
PLANNING Fair

PLANTING Fair

2023 MANAGING Fair

URBAN FOREST
REPORT CARD

S
S E
PROTECTION  Fair to good

PARTNERSHIP  Fair to good
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Phase 1 Engagement: Summary

Who we heard from

September  Hapney Farmers’ Market

23 9am - 2pm
Memorial Peace Park | In-person

255 Survey respondents e

ark | In-person

October Albion Community Centre

05 L.
Albion Community Centre | In-person

15 I\/Iapg)mg tool participants

(85 submissions)
e e

225 Open house attendees : DOl
cations that need lmprovemy | Onli

1,500 Project page visits

I |
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Phase 1 Engagement: Results

Canopy cover preference:

Increase canopy cover

Maintain canopy cover at

7%
the current level ?

Hammond
Decrease canopy cover 2% =
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Phase 1 Engagement: Results

Priorities for tree regulation:

Protect against significant tree canopy loss 1 74% 16% .I
Require the retention of healthy trees 14 65% 22% ..
Protect trees from being damaged 19 60% 31% .I
Require the retention of very large trees 3% 54% 26% -
When it is not possible to plant new trees to replace ones removed, provide 2% 000 "W
. (] (] (] (]
a cash value for the City to plant a tree elsewhere
Allow the removal of healthy trees but require new trees to be planted as
i 12% 21% 35%
replacements
Allow the removal of very large trees but require new trees to be planted as
ik 9% 19% 40%
replacements
Allow property owners to remove trees as long as they keep some trees on
. e} 6% 13% 42%
their property

Unsure/No opinion M Strongly support M Support ™ Neutral ™ Oppose M Strongly oppose
s Maple Ridge | mapleridge.ca
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Draft Strategic Framework




Strateqic Fra mework

Canopy
Target
Strategles
— How we get it

— What we want
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N

PROPOSED 20-YEAR VISION

Maple Ridge boasts a thriving, resilient, and climate-adapted
urban forest that is essential to community health and well-being,
provides high-value recreational opportunities, supports
ecological health and biodiversity, offers cost-effective climate

solutions, and improves livability for all residents.
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Setting a canopy target

 Metro Vancouver has —
set a 2050 canopy .
o Léc;ns Electoral Area A
target of 40% for /
. 1
the region’s urban west | Nortvancouver| Belcara
- Vancouver District Pitt Meadows
b d orth Vancouver, Port Moody 2 :
oundary G
Coquitlam
Maple
Vancouver Siraly Ridge
Port
Richmond GOt
N o)
estminste Surrey Lagi%lyey
Tsawwassen Delta 3
First Nation White Rock LangIeY
0 10 20 30 km @ oy
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Setting a canopy target

C urre nt u rba n ta rg etS Canopy Cover Targets for Metro Vancouver Municipalities

30t

31% by 2050
30% by 2038 30% by 2050

« City of New Westminster (at 18%)

N
8]
T

27% by 2035

« City of Surrey (at 29%)

« City of Port Moody (at 28%)
» Langley Township (at 23%)

« City of Vancouver (at 23%)

Canopy Cover Target (%)

New Westminster Surrey Port Moody Langley Township Vancouver
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PUBLIC

PRIVATE

Canopy Target

Current canopy cover (Urban Area Boundary)

Road Rights-of-Way

Public

Conservation Areas

Parks and Green Space

Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Industrial

Commercial

Agricultural

B Canopy Area 2022 (ha)
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® Land Use Area (ha)

1,790

~

B o RS

Vancouver
0

| RES it

3 Urban Area Boundary Road Rights-of-Way
. 11% Summary_LandUse Medium Density Residential
‘ Category Description = Industrial
Commercial % Low Density Residential ’&

- 299% High Density Residential Agricultural 5 N
Public Park, Green Space and Conservation Areas Kilometers

W Canopy Cover %




Canopy Target

* Regional context
« Past canopy changes 40%
 Current status of canopy
* Projected trends
38%
34%

. Scenario 1: Status Quo

. Scenario 2: No Net Loss

. Scenario 3: Canopy Gain
2022
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Canopy Target

* Regional context
« Past canopy changes 40%
 Current status of canopy
* Projected trends
38%
34%

|
L
[ . Scenario 3: Canopy Gain ]

Recommended

2022
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Draft Goals

1. Integrate and
adapt the Urban
Forest Management
Strategy

3. Manage and
sustain the urban
forest

Maple Ridge | mapleridge.ca

2. Protect and
expand the urban
forest

4. Engage and
partner on urban
forest management




97) Goal 1: Integrate and Adapt

- Strategy 1 Integrate urban forest management planning into City and regional strategic
Initiatives

« Strategy 2 Achieve funding and staffing levels sufficient to implement the Urban Forest
Management Strategy

« Strategy 3 Track and report progress and changes to inform adaptive management

Action example — Develop canopy targets by neighbourhood and by park class.
Incorporate the targets as policy objectives into the OCP and other relevant policies and

tools in neighbourhood plans.
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‘Goal 2: Protect and Expand

Strategy 4 Update bylaws, policies and guidelines to protect and expand the urban forest

- Strategy 5 Protect and restore forest lands to support biodiversity and healthy ecosystem
functioning

- Strategy 6 Plant trees to expand the urban forest to improve climate resilience and equity

Action examples — Introduce tree density and/or tree canopy minimums into planning
tools such as the Zoning Bylaw and Development Permit Areas,

update the Tree Protection and Management Bylaw to require additional compensations
for the removal of trees

z\\\ Maple Ridge | mapleridge.ca




‘ Goal 3: Manage and Sustain

« Slrategy 7 Align levels of service for urban forest management with best practices
© Slrategy @ Manage trees for health and public safety

)
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@ Goal 4: Engage and Partner

Strategy 9 Engage the community to enhance stewardship of the urban forest
Strategy 10 Foster partnerships with external groups to implement the Strategy

Action example — Develop a communications and stewardship plan that identifies key
partners and associated resourcing requirements, explores opportunities to share key

messages, and provides direction on how to engage community members in
stewardship.

’&"%‘
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

Confl rm | ng the d eta | |ed Summer FaI 2023 d Fall - Winter 2023 Spring 2024
ackgroun

actions u:f::::::,; i ) E
mapping

Seek feedback from the Ao “ .

community on the draft e e

St rategy draft Strategy

« Survey and Online open house
Finalize the Strateqgy
Final UFMS to Councll
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Thank you

Questions?

R
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